Goodwin J. Knight 
Governor STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
Governor's Office 
Sacramento 


June 11, 1958 


Miss Fay Bennett, Exec.Secy. 
National Sharecroppers Fund, Inc. 
112 East 19 Street 

New York 3, N.Y. 


Dear Miss Bennett: 


This will acknowledge your letter of May 19, in which you ask 
several questions regarding the Mexican National program in 
California, 


Use of these supplemental foreign workers is under the ad- 
ministration and close surveillance of the U.S. Department of 
Labor and our California Department of Employment, and I 
assure you that every reported incident of noncompliance is 
thoroughly investigated by these responsible agencies, 
Appropriate action has been taken in each case, 


The reports you mentioned concerning San Joaquin County are 
incomplete. Despite efforts of the Department of Employment 
through radio and newspaper releases and of the employer 
groups through paid advertising, sufficient domestic workers 
could not be recruited for certain crop activities. This 
necessitated the continued importation of foreign labor to 
help in the production and harvesting of these crops. 


The Department of Employment posts Wage Ceiling Notices, Wage 
Findings and the Weekly Farm Labor Report concerning job 
conditions. This complies with the Secretary of Labor's re- 
quirement to post information concerning authorizations for 
foreign labor. Public Law 78, as interpreted by the Secretary 
of Labor, does not require the posting of the authorization 
form (ES-366), The Department of Employment does not post 

this form, since to do so would be in violation of the con- 
fidential information provisions of the California Unemployment 
Insurance Code. 


Article 36 of the Migrant Labor Agreement with Mexico provides: 
"In no case shall private employment or labor contracting 
agencies operating for profit be permitted to participate in the 
contracting of Mexican workers." Accordingly, the Department of 
Employment has never approved an authorization permitting a labor 
contractor to employ Mexican Nationals. In order to assure 

|, compliance, the staff of the Department of Employment Farm Place- 

‘|| ment Service has met, on several occasions, with the Farm Labor 

'\; Contractors Association to advise them of this prohibition, 


With respect to your statement concerning improper deductions 

from the pay of Mexican Nationals for nonoccupational insurance, 

I have been informed that neither the Bureau of Employment 

Security nor the Mexican Consuls have evidence of any irregularities. 


Thank you for your interest in this program. I hope that this 
letter has clarified the situation for you. Cordially, 


OrnYaYa vy 


NATIONAL SHBRECROPPERS ‘FUND, Inc. 


— for the advancement of agricultural labor — 


L122 EAST LOth STRERL “« “Aligonquing4-4955 90) NEW. YOu Kes, wNr ys. 


June 25, 1958 


Mr. Henry P., Anderson 
670 Doane Avenue 
Claremont, Calif, 


Dear Hank: 


I am glad to know you got home safely. It was indeed a 
privilege to meet you and talk with you and I and our Board 
especially were moved by your talk and excellent pictures, 

I do wish some way could be developed for this message to 
reach more Americans, By the way, one of our contributors 
who is connected with the Potomac Film Producers in Washington, 
D.C., has expressed interest in making a film on migrant 
workers, You also expressed interest in this. How do we go 
about expediting this? If you want to write to this man, he 
is Mr. Nicholas C. Read, Potomac Film Producers, Inc., 1536 
Connecticut Avenue, Washington 6, D.C, 


A letter did come for you to our office and we forwarded it 
immediately to you c/o Martha Lewis at her home at 3512 
Porter Street, N.W., Washington, Did you not receive it? 


Enclosed is a copy of Governor Knight's letter in response to 
the one we sent him recently. Do you have any comments to 
make on the points made by the Governor? 


Also enclosed is a copy of our most recent folder which has 
gone to our contributors along with an appeal for funds. As 
you will note, we are using some of the same photographs over 
and over, We would certainly be grateful to you for material 
giving a case history or two and photographs for our future 
use. Perhaps you can let me know when you have something which 
is particularly pertinent for us. I shall be writing to you 
again when we are in need of such material, 


With best wishes, 


Sincerely yours, 


ig MPO = are 


Fay Bennett 
Executive Secretary 
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Chairman Vice-Chairman Secretary-Treasurer Executive Secretary 
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NATIONAL SHARECROPPERS FUND, Fre: 


— for the advancement of agricultural labor — 
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July 22, 1958 


Mr. Henry P, Anderson 
670 Doane Avenue 
Claremont, Calif, 


Dear Hanks 


We have been requested by a couple of magazines, The Progressive and 

the New Leader, to submit articles on the present sitvation of the 

migrant farm workers, their relative situation as compared with 

industrial workers, etc. In order not to keep rehashing the same old 
stuff, I womder whether you have any new statistics and material you 
would let me have. I realize that most of your work is with the 

Mexican import program, but perhaps you can give m a few figures 

on recent importations, wages, etce, which we can use as a basis of 
comparison and to indicate how this program continues to keep the 

native farm worker at his low level. In other words, a few figures 

and a few situations which we can use as pegs for our story would be 
extremely helpful. We shall not indicate our sources, except to say 

that “reports from California indicate...", unless, of cow’se, you can 
give us sources which we can quote such as specific newspaper stories 

or something of the like. 

We asked Harper's Magazine whether they were interested in a story from 
us, and they said no thank you, when they wanted a story on such a subject 
they would ask an objective reporter to do it and not somone connected 
with our organization. Which is valid for their kind of magazine. But they 
did ask us to prepare a memo about the current sitvwation on the basis of 
which they may decide to ask someone to write a piece about it. We shall 
submit such a memo. I remember you said you were interested in getting 
your mterial into publications and perhaps you would like to write to 
Harper's to offer an article. On the other hand, you may need to publish 
your full report before you do such popular ticle I do not know about 
protocol in such matters. But perhaps an iele can go out by you even 
though you haven't published. 


At any rate, I would appreciate any bits of information, facts, figures, 
or cases which you can pass on to us for adding a timely note to our 


stories. 


Sincerely, 


NATIONAL BOARD 

FRANK P. GRAHAM A. PHILIP RANDOLPH : FAY BENNETT 
Chairman Vice-Chairman Secretary-Treasurer Executive Secretary 

ANGELA BAMBACE SIDNEY HERTZBERG FRANK McCALLISTER IRA DeA. REID 

BETH BIDERMAN MRS. RAYMOND V. INGERSOLL EMANUEL MURAVCHIK VERA RONY 
ALBERT SPRAGUE COOLIDGE GARDNER JACKSON EDWARD L. PARSONS NORMAN THOMAS 
MAX DELSON JAMES LIPSIG Cc. B. POWELL ROWLAND WATTS 

MARTIN GERBER JAMES LOEB, Jr. ARTHUR RAPER CHARLES S. ZIMMERMAN 
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August 20, 1958 


Mr. Henry Anderson 
670 Doane Avenue 
Claremont, Calif, 


Dear Hank: 


I am grateful to you for your wonderful letter filled with facts 
and dynamite. We shall make use of this material but we shall 
not quote you directly. Im order for us to be able to stand 
back of the figures you give such as under point 5 when you talk 
about prices of fruits and vegetables as compared with labor 
costs and under point 7 where you give other costs, and under 
point 8 where you give varying net incomes of various farmers, 
etc. Perhaps there are standard sources for these figures which 
you can refer me to so that I may stand on them, 


I did the same kind of figuring you did when Labor Secretary 
Mitchell announced his 50¢ piece rate and came up with a letter 
to the New York Times (see enclosed) where I conclude in the 
third paragraph as you do that apparently the Department of 
eed aa not intend that farm workers should receive a living 
wage é 


I hope you will keep on sending me additional bits of information 
which you can spare with sources indicated where possible, On 
our part, we will send you published writings which we are able 
to place telling about all of this. 


Indeed I would be glad to contribute to the Hank Anderson Defense 
Fund if you get one going. I gather you have your own lawyer but 
you must know that the American Civil Liberties Union has a strong 
chapter in San Francisco, and if your case should come within 
their jurisdiction, do call on them, 


Sincerely yours, 


Nes } eA 
Fay Benhett 
Executive Secretary 
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NATIONAL SHARECROPPERS FUND, Inc. 


— for the advancement of agricultural labor — 


LUZ bAST 19th StREET «6 ALgonduin 4-4955 6 NEW YORK 3, N.Y. 


October 23, 1958 
Mr, Henry P. Anderson 
670 Doane Avenue 
Claremont, Calif, 


Dear Hank: 


Indeed our letters must have crossed in the mail and I think 
I am now up to date on your situation, Thank you for sending 
me the extra copies of your Statement of Conscience, I shall 
not circulate these indiscriminately for I understand your 
feeling about this since the statement is not a complete 
presentation of your balanced approach to the problem, 


I now understand fairly precisely what your relationship is 
with the University and that your report will be one based 
purely on the health aspects of the program. We do hope that 
something will develop to provide you with an income while 
you search more deeply into this whole problem and to enable 
you to write your book, Our National Advisory Committee has 
now been launched and today's New York Times carried a 
wonderful editorial of which I enclose a copy. I had been 
working on this for days and had about given up hope, when 

it appeared, We are now moving full steam ahead trying to 
raise funds for the work of the new Committee, In this 
connection, I am hoping to get some foundation interested in 
making a grant or two for further research and writing on 
this problem, You are one of the people I am keeping in mind 
if anything turns up, 


Meanwhile our best wishes to you and do keep us in touch with 
developments. I shall look for further material on the 
bracero program as you find time to send it, Incidentally, 
can't Clark Kerr do something about your situation vis-a-vis 
the University? 


Sincerely yours, 
<4 


ele 
Fay Bennett 
Executiye Secretary 


FRANK P, GRAHAM A. PHILIP RANDOLPH ELIOT D. PRATT FAY BENNETT 
Chairman Vice-Chairman Secretary-Treasurer Executive Secretary 
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